
Sermon for Sunday, November 12, 2017
Sermon Texts:  
Deuteronomy 4: 25-31


Matthew 25: 14-30


I Thessalonians 5: 1-11


Sermon Title: 
"What If … ?”

Sermon Topic:  
Stewardship of Talents

Sermon Purpose: 
To teach that stewardship of talents is just as important as any other form of stewardship. If it is not used to serve God, it will be taken away.

..............................

Sermon Prayer:  Eternal God, Who gives us breath to praise You, eyes to behold Your mercy, and words to proclaim Your abiding love; breathe upon us Your promised Holy Spirit; that our minds may be opened to Your wisdom and our tongues boldly declare Your sovereignty; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

What if a good friend gave you a present and said, “Use this to help someone else.  If you don’t use it, I’ll take it back”?  How do you think you would react?

This morning's Gospel parable says "... from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away."  Jesus is not driving at material things.  He's referring to what's within a person: the talents with which God has blessed this person!  This text is taken from His "Parable of the Talents" and He is saying: "Whoever uses the talents they have, more talents will be given; but whoever fails to use their gifts and skills, those gifts, skills (or "talents") will be taken away from them!"  In other words, "Use it, or lose it!"


This fact of life is true in the physical world.  For example: in the animal kingdom, bats have eyes are unable to see because they live in caves and fly at night.  When we see bats swooping to catch insects on a summer’s night, they are using their radar to locate the insects, not their eyes.  The insects are attracted to street lamps.  The light attracts the “bugs” and the sounds of the insects attract the bats.  It’s not that the bats know there is a light, there.  Their radar tells them that’s where the food is.  If their eyesight is used at all, it’s in the dark places like caves.  Ergo: Use their radar or lose it!


What is true in the animal kingdom is equally true in the human kingdom.  If you and I use what talents we have, we'll develop more talents.  Many athletes have great ability because they have developed it.  The surgeon has an adept hand, the sailor has a keen eye, and the pianist has nimble fingers; all because they have practiced and used their talents to make them better.  Their abilities have increased, as a matter of course.  When the doctor tells you to walk for exercise, you begin by struggling to make that first mile in under fifteen (15) minutes, and even then you may have problems with breathing, leg pain, and so on.  With practice, you can walk four miles in less than forty-five (45) minutes, with no difficulty whatsoever.


Now, this principle is equally true in the business world.  The person who has faith and industry prospers, whereas the person who is lazy and doesn’t have faith in himself, in others, or in the Lord does not prosper.


Some of us have been privileged to visit the "Lord and Taylor" store on Fifth Avenue in New York City, or one of the stores of that chain that's in nearby Westfield.  The rest of us have, at least, heard of the store.  Have you ever heard the story behind the name?


There’s a legend associated with the name of the store.  It says that, in 1826, Mr. George Washington Taylor entered the business world and looked around for a partner.  No one was interested.  So, he decided to make the Lord his partner!  Hence, the firm name, "Lord and Taylor."  And, notice who got the top billing!

Actually, it was in 1834 that Mr. Taylor merged his store with the one his English-born cousin started in 1826.  The cousin’s name was Samuel Lord.

However, the truth of the matter is that soon after the two merged their companies, they fell on hard times.  The two men were devout Christians and – on Christmas Eve 1836 – the two men attended worship together and together promised God that – no matter what happened – they would use their talents to help people celebrate Christmas.  For more than 180 years, since then, they have provided joy to millions of children with their Christmas window displays that have nothing to do with selling their merchandise.  (And the store has consistently remained in business since then.)

This principle also holds true in our Spiritual life.  The Lord is saying, in effect: “If you want to know God, use what talents you have.  Use your brain.  ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind, ...’”  


Don't only use your brain, but also use your heart!  Deuteronomy 4 says, “... if you search after him with all your heart and with all your soul...”  A lovely girl who was afflicted with polio was so radiant and joyous that a friend said, "Tell me your secret."  She replied: "Well, I constantly put a phone call through to God.  His line is never busy.  I know His phone number."  The friend inquired, "What's His phone number?"  She replied, "Jeremiah 33:3.  ‘Call upon me and I will answer you, and I shall show you mighty things.’”  She said, “The Lord has shown me so much that I can do.  All I had to do was talk to Him.  And I can see so much good in the world, when I let Him show me.  But, when I depend upon myself, it’s always a disaster.  So, I'm constantly making phone calls to God.”

I began this morning’s message by asking what we would do if a friend gave us a gift and told us to use it to help someone else.  If we didn’t, the gift would be taken back.  If we can say no more about our Creator than he is our friend, we need to recognize that it is that friend who has given us everything.  We are to use that gift to help others.  If we don’t, he has promised that everything we have will be taken from us.  So, let's use the ability the Lord has given us to know Him: to know the reality of Christ in our lives.  To know the power that He gives.  They can be yours, if you'll use your brain, your heart and your will!  But you can also lose them by procrastination, and by indifference.  Jesus says: "To everyone who does not have the inclination to use his talents, even what he has will be taken away."


That's where Stewardship of the Christian faith begins.

Let us pray:

Eternal God, once again we come into Your presence to lift our hearts in praise.  We know that in You we live and move and have our being.  It is You, O God, the uncreated One, Who has created us.  It is You who holds within Your hand the slender thread of life.


We thank You that You have given us these days of our earthly pilgrimage and that You have a place and a purpose for each of us.  We are grateful to believe that You have called us to serve You in faithfulness and in dedication.  We don’t know what each day will bring, but we do know Him Whom we have believed, and we are willing to trust each day to Him.  Give us a sense of Your gracious presence, as we live day by day, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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