
Sermon for Sunday, August 6, 2017
Sermon Texts:
Matthew 10: 26-33

Sermon Title:
“It Was All For Love”
Sermon Topic:
Love and the Sacraments
Sermon Purpose:  To help people to realize that it is because of God’s love that we have hope.
......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
Lord Jesus, as we hear your Word and follow your guiding Spirit, empower us to carry your message forward in love.  Amen.
We have heard this passage possibly a hundred times. Yet, how many of us have listened?  How many have heard the message? Every time we observe a sacrament, the message is the same: whether in communion or in baptism.
Our Lord endured the mockery, physical abuse, mental anguish, and great humiliation. Why? It was because his job was to teach us of God's love for us. It was because God loved us that Christ loved us. And it was because God loved us enough that Christ died for us; so that we might know the extent of that love, so that we might share that love, and so that we might help others to realize that same love exists in their lives.
Both the Old and New Testaments teach that God loves us, and he is with us at all times, not just the good.  God has called us by name, and we are his. Also, he assures us that we will be delivered from our problems because of that love.

While he walked this earth, Jesus told us that we have nothing to fear but the power of evil. And, as long as we know God's love for us, as long as we remember it and share it with others; we need not fear even Satan, himself.

But, should we forget about that love and refuse to share it with others; then, Christ's death on the cross means nothing to us, and we are condemned to hell.

In their words, the apostles tell us that if there is no love in your heart, there is no true feeling of satisfaction in your life.

Christ's message has held true through the ages. It's a message that still resonates in our lives and in our hearts, even to this day. How many times have you heard of someone who has had everything? And, how many times have we heard of that person doing something that we would consider dangerous or stupid, just because they were bored? Why? It's quite possible that the love had gone out of their lives. Maybe it was never there from the beginning.

Now, I'm talking about true love; not just the physical or sexual thing that many people call love. I'm talking about a love for God, a love for self, and the love for the people close by. I'm talking about sharing, and caring, and helping, and receiving a reward that (oftentimes) has no price tag attached.

Love compels you to use these gifts of the Spirit for the benefit of those around you; not for the benefit of yourself at the expense of those around you. By God's love, we are called. By Christ love, we are saved. By sharing that love, we all are; we all can do; and we can have everything.
The beloved First Corinthians 13 reminds us that love is the greatest gift. If a person has no other gift: no prophecy, no healing touch, no wisdom; but yet has love (and shares it), that person has it all; because he/she has gained a place in the kingdom.

If someone has all the gifts of the Spirit (and no love), they have nothing; because they have no place in the Kingdom.

Love makes a beggar into a King. The lack of love makes a King into a beggar in the eyes of God.

As we remember the vows of our baptism, and the faith we reaffirm, today and every time we gather for worship; let us remember the greatest gift of the Holy Spirit, sent from God.

Next week, and every time, when we come to the table of the Blessed Sacrament of Christ's sacrifice, we are reminded that we come as beggars. When we partake of the love of Christ, and the elements of bread and wine, we must remember to share that love with one another, as we become kings in the eternal kingdom; children of the Great King; heirs to the throne of grace. 

It was all for love.

Let us pray:

Great God: you guard our lives, and defeat powers that could overturn us. Help us to trust you, to acknowledge you before man, and to live for Jesus Christ, the Lord of all. Amen.
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