
Sermon for Memorial Sunday, May 28, 2017
Sermon Texts:
John 17: 1-11

Acts 1: 6-14

I Peter 4: 12-14

I Peter 5: 6-11

Sermon Title:
“Glory, Glory!”

Sermon Topic:
Christian suffering and the Memorial Day Weekend

Sermon Purpose:  To teach that we do have to pay a price for what we believe

......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
Now, Lord, may the words of my lips and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your precious sight and instructive to your beloved church.  In the precious name and ministry of Jesus, I pray.  Amen.

Do you remember Easter?

On that morning, everything was bright and shiny and beautiful.  The scent of lilies, hyacinths, and other flowers filled this sanctuary.  On that morning, it was easy to feel wonderful.  Then, it was easy to sing the hymns of joy and to enjoy everything that was going on in the church: the children singing, the choir’s special music, the special offerings, the special messages – everything.

It may seem hard to believe, but that was six weeks ago.  Each of those weeks have made it just a little more difficult to sustain the thrill of Easter Day.  The church is no longer filled with the heavy scent of some of those flowers.  The hymns no longer sound quite so bright and new.  Most of all, the words of the lessons no longer sound as exciting as they did on Easter morning.

I’m talking about the words like those in our Lessons, this morning: words like “rejoice,” “Eternal life,” “power,” and especially that word that runs through the Gospel Lesson – “Glory.”  During these last Sundays since Easter, these words have lost much of the excitement they once possessed.  So, we’ve packed up the Easter celebration for this year.  When Easter arrives again, the words will once again excite us.

During that time that spans between Easters, we’ll find that other things seem more important.  For another year we will store those Easter baskets, those Easter decorations, those Easter smiles and hopes, and those Easter words like “Glory.”

Of course, “Glory” is a word that’s used in church, a lot.  There’s the “Gloria Patri,” which means “Glory be to the Father”  (the first five words of that response).  We use the word “Glory” in our hymns (like my particular favorite, “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”), which has in its chorus: “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah.”  We even find the word in the title of one of the songs from a once-popular play, like “Pippin.”  Today, we find that word throughout the Gospel Lesson.

Outside the church, however, “glory” is not a very popular word.  Other than the occasional reference to our nation’s flag as “Old Glory,” it’s certainly not a word that’s commonly used.  Most often, conversations involve something other than “glory,” something about the details of living, perhaps.  Who’s doing what, with whom, and where?  What are the chances for a raise?  How about a job?  With everything that’s going on in the local economy, who among us is able to keep the job we have?  What are we having for dinner?  Can we afford to go to the diner?  When do we eat?  What did you do at work, today?  How did the children behave?  What’s on television, tonight?”

It’s not very often that people mention “Glory” as a part of their everyday conversation.  

In our current times glory seems so far away from us, and we need to remember just what this “Glory” is all about.  We need to listen closely to what Jesus said in the prayer that is found in our Gospel Lesson, this morning.

1. The Glory of God
Jesus is talking about the glory of God, rather than about the things we usually think of as “Glory.”  Earthly glory is something that depends on what other people might think of us.  It’s a passing thing, and as the people pass on, earthly glory passes on with them.

The glory of God that Jesus spoke about is something permanent.  It has nothing to do with what other people think.  The “Glory” of God is simply the way God is.  We’re privileged to share in this glory because of the fact that Jesus died for us, and with his death he bought us the privilege.

Now, I am well-aware that on this particular weekend we are remembering and honoring those who have fought in other battles so we may share the privileges and freedoms that we accept as being representative of this nation: the privileges of freedom of speech, choosing the church where we feel comfortable and a part of the congregation, and the privilege of being able to share our faith with family and friends.

Today, we give thanks to God for those thousands of individuals who served in the protection of our country and our homes; who fought and gave their lives so future generations might enjoy the rich heritage of these United States of American.

However, we remember that and a whole lot more.  We remember that we have been called to share in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ; to share our faith.  We share the privilege of being part of God’s “Glory.”  And not only on Easter, or on Memorial Day, or only on a Sunday, or even only in church.  As Peter reminds us in his first letter, this privilege is something God is anxious to share.  Peter wrote, “… the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, …”  God calls on us to share in his glory.

This is the Good News of Easter that we have been celebrating for the last few weeks.  Jesus was crucified so we could share in the glory of God.  And he guaranteed us our share in that glory on Easter, when his Resurrection showed the world the first sign of the glory we share.

This is indeed the Good News of Easter and the Good News of today.  But sometimes we are too willing to leave the Good News OF Easter AT Easter.  We have a share of the glory of God, but we’re sometimes reluctant to let that glory show through in our daily lives.

After all, the glory of God sounds so wonderful, so special, that it almost sounds as if it has no place in our lives, outside of these four walls of the church building.  It almost seems that the glory is so tremendous that we forget what Jesus said in his prayer.

2. We Are in the World
In words that describe us, as much as they describe the disciples, Jesus thanked God for the people who heard his words and kept them.  Then, he said, “I am not in the world any longer, but they are in the world.”  The “they” he mentions refers to us.

We are in the world.  We’ve been given our share in the “Glory of God,” and we are in the world.  We are in this world to show the rest of the world the Glory of God as we share.  And we share that glory in everything we do.

We show the glory of God in all the little things we do every day.  When we care for children, clean the house, wash the dishes, work at a job, mow the lawn, plant the garden, shop for groceries, or walk the dog, we are showing the glory of God to the world.

We show the glory of God in everything we do, no matter how trivial we may think the task to be; no matter how small or unimportant it may seem to us, it shows the world what the glory of God looks like.

There’s no need for us to become something else, something we are not so we can show forth the glory.  We are still in the world, and we show forth the glory precisely where we are.

An evangelist once met a man who was having trouble understanding this.  After the sermon, this man approached the evangelist and told him the sermon had been very inspirational, but there was no way for the listener to go off and work as a missionary.

The evangelist, who had indeed spoken of the need for missionaries, asked the man what he did for a living.

“I’m an engineer on the railroad,” was the reply.

“And your fireman,” asked the evangelist.  “Is he a Christian?”

“I’m not really sure.”

“Then, sir,” said the evangelist, “start with him.”

Jesus prayed that God would strengthen us, not for some special task, not for some remote location, not for some far away goal.  Jesus prayed that we would be strengthened to show forth the glory we share where we are, in the world.  Let’s start with that.

Let us come together in prayer:

Great Sovereign over all the earth, You are high above the most powerful of earth’s royalty and mighty ones.  We are grateful for our heritage of faith from the days of Abraham, to the apostles, to the present day.  We are privileged to pray in the company of all faithful in this and every generation.  Though we are undeserving, we are honored to bear the name of Christ, having heard and headed the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Receive our thanksgiving for all the prayers of Christ (and of others) for us and for the unity of the church, to the glory of your name.  Amen.
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