
Sermon for Sunday, April 23, 2017
Sermon Texts:
Exodus 32: 1-2
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Sermon Title:
“Doubts Can Kill”
Sermon Topic:
Doubting
Sermon Purpose: To teach that we all have a tendency to doubt, and the results can be disastrous.
......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
Holy God, empower us by Your will and lead us by Your Spirit that the Words of my lips heart and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, and that the ministry inspired by the study of Your written and living Word be strengthened by Your ever-present grace. In Jesus' name, we ask it. Amen.

As we begin, this morning, I need to remind you that questions and doubts are different.  Questions are looking for answers.  Doubts allow suspicions and distance to grow between the one who is doubting and the object of the doubts.

Many of us are like Thomas: practical, matter-of-fact, searchers for the cold, hard truth; no matter how agonizing or disappointing that truth might be. In fact, most of us are like that.

I feel safe in saying there is no one, here, who would've walked into this sanctuary and started to sit down, without first making sure the pew was there to sit on. It may become so much a matter of routine, through the years, that you don't realize that you're doing it; but you do. I've seen you do it.

Thomas was not unique in his doubting. If the others had not been shown, they would not have believed it either. Thomas's request was made so graphic and crude, so as to give tangible proof that they were not hallucinating out of sorrow and fear.

These 11 men were merely that: eleven men! They were mortal flesh and bone that had inherited all the culture, tradition, suspicions, joys, and hopes of their ancestors; all of whom needed to be shown something before they believed it. All of whom needed a visible leader before they would take action.
Are we so different today?

The people of the Exodus needed to put their faith in something they could see. Moses had been their leader. But, he went up the mountain – out of their sight – and was delayed in his return. The people began to doubt if he really would return.

They needed a tangible symbol to remind them of God's presence. They made calf of gold, like they had seen in Egypt.

They were not aware that God had prepared another symbol to lead them: the Law of the 10 Commandments.

Because they doubted God and his providence, they were made to drink the water (contaminated by the dust of the destroyed Idol), and to suffer the evil effects. Many would surely die. Why? It was because they doubted God.

We have some great lessons, today, taught by people from long ago. We've learned from their mistakes… Or have we?

How many times have we known people to reap the harvest of the blessings of our God, and still doubt him? They have received healings, guidance, comfort and strength in times of affliction. And yet, we hear them say, “I don't believe in all that Bible stuff. If God was so much; if there really is a God, how come he let this happen or that?  Why did he let Jesus die on the cross? I mean, he was supposed to be God's Son, wasn't he? And that's another thing. I don't believe in virgin birth. Anyone who knows the least little bit about biology and human life knows that can't happen.” 

We have become so scientific as a people, that we have to have tangible proof of everything. We can't accept the fact that we are still so stupid that we can’t explain everything. Yet, doctors have no answers to give parents who have experienced the crib death of their little child. We can't accept that cancer or dementia comes also to people who have not done anything in their lives that could cause that problem.  Instead, we rail against God, and blame one another for having done something wrong, or for God knows how many other reasons.

And, because of our pain, we doubt. And one doubt leads to another. And, before you know it, those doubts cloud minds, making us unable to see the truth; even when it's right in front of us.
God made Jesus die on the cross. Why? It was so the Son of God could experience everything man had to face: even a horrific death. By this, man was to know that God was present in – and Christ had endured – everything. Man would know that there was no limit to God's power or to God's love. Whether it be expressed in the divinity and humanity of the virgin birth of Christ, or in the redemption of souls lost in the fires of hell.
When we let doubts run unchecked in our minds, we can no longer recognize truth. If our doubts control our faith, they can kill our trust in God, and our belief in Christ as our Redeemer. 
If our doubts concern our marriages, we begin to suspect our spouses of infidelity: physically, emotionally, financially, the whole ball of wax. No marriage can survive without trust from both sides. Doubts can kill a marriage.

Doubts can also kill church. If the people of the congregation begin to feel they can't do something for the good of the church and the kingdom of God, the work won’t get done. The enthusiasm is killed. No one is willing to support any project. Soon, people begin to drop away from worship and from the membership. Giving declines. Bills can't be paid. Soon, all you have is an empty shell, where there was once a house of worship: a place filled with believers, and growing in number and influence in the community.

It is been a proven fact that without having some project an organization dies. When people become too comfortable, or greedy, they begin to doubt and doubts can kill friendships within the church. Anger builds and people split apart. Then, the church dies.

Remember, Satan wanted proof that Jesus was the Son of God, and he tempted him. Had Jesus doubted himself or his God, then, we would have been lost, forever.

Will you listen to the voice of Satan, or rely and believe in God?

Today, we can send hundreds of thousands of volts of electricity over a few wires. We can send pictures and sounds through the air and through strands of fiber optics. Now, we can't see any of it as it travels from one point to another. But, when we throw a switch or press a button, we expect to be able to see the results. Until then, we simply trust that it’s there. We have no doubts about it.
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we had as much faith in God, and in Christ, and even in ourselves; as much faith as we do in the light switch, telephone, television, or computer.

Remember, Thomas was not alone. We are just as guilty, today. Because he was absent from the assembly of the disciples, he missed the appearance of Jesus. And, he doubted. It almost killed his faith in the power of God.

When we are absent from worship, we miss the miracles of shared faith, new strength, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit to work for the good of the kingdom of God. Then, we begin to doubt if worship is really necessary. Later, we fail to worship at all. If there is one thing God demands of us, it is worship. Without it, we are lost. Our doubts have killed.

Listen again to the last words of our Epistle Lesson: 

"Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls."  (I Peter 1: 8-9)
Let us pray:

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being: You have loved us into life and have loved us through life into eternal life. Once again, we pause to seek your ear and listen for your voice.

We are constantly overwhelmed at your Majesty and greatness, and are humbled in gratitude for your personal concern in our lives. We praise your name for the constancy of your care and love. We can never flee from your love wherever we are, nor escape the stern judgments of your will whatever the sin may be. Nothing escapes your notice, nor is foreign to your understanding. You listen as Father to child to our every prayer. You are interested in every detail of our lives. 

Help us, we pray, to place more dependence upon your power and your strength. Forgive us for resting solely upon the fragile, temporary powers of our own natures. Grant that we may turn to you and find that strength that comes from the source of all strength, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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