Sermon for Sunday, March 26, 2017
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Sermon Texts: 
II Samuel 5: 1-5



    
John 9: 1-11

               

Romans 8: 6-11




Ephesians 5: 11-14

Sermon Title: 
"No Time Off"

Sermon Topic: 
Confirmation, Lent, and Christianity

Sermon Purpose: To teach that Christianity is a full-time commitment.

.......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
Eternal God, Who gives us breath to praise You, eyes to behold Your mercy, and words to proclaim Your abiding love; breathe upon us Your promised Holy Spirit; that our minds may be opened to Your wisdom and our tongues boldly declare Your sovereignty; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.


The title of this morning's sermon, at first glance, seems to have something negative to say about contract negotiations.  You might expect the labor unions to get up in arms at the thought of having no time off.  Employees think of their bosses as slave drivers, when anything more than a forty-hour week is mentioned.  Women who run a household know the feeling of having "no time off" because of the demands placed upon them as cooks, laundresses, cleaning people, decorators, triage medics, arbitrators, daughters, wives, mothers, lovers - and that's just at home.


You see, in modern America, we have come to believe that everyone deserves a rest - a vacation, even the pastor. 


The body needs time to relax and to recoup its energies - time to rejuvenate itself - so it can continue to be of service.  That's why God declared that we should observe a day of rest.


But, nowhere in Christian Scriptures does it say that our Christian faith should slack off at any time.  And that's what Paul is talking about in his message to the church at Ephesus.


Paul took a long look at the Ephesian Christians and found them to be inadequate representatives of the faith they professed.  With deep compassion and understanding, he urged them to lead lives worthy of their calling as followers of Christ.


The members of the Body of Christ (church members) are said to come in three types:



1. The jawbones that talk and find fault.



2. The tailbones that sit and watch.

3. The backbones that willingly and tirelessly do the work of the church.


An ancient Roman coin is inscribed with an ox that's standing and looking at an altar and at a plow.  The caption reads: "Ready for either."


This is the view the Christian should have of a life in service.  Whether to be sacrificed or to continue working for the benefit of all is for God to decide.  But, we should be ready for either.


The sons of Zebedee announced their willingness to serve, and they were martyred.  But, they received no special honors.  Why?  Because God, alone, chooses whom to honor.  Was the blind beggar a martyr?  No!  Yet, he served to prove the great power of God in Christ Jesus.  His honor came because he had served Jesus.  And with his honor came his sight.  Once light had broken through the darkness that covered this man's eyes, he was no longer trapped by the night.


A martyr's experience is one of greatness.  Look at Stephen and at James, the son of Zebedee.  They were killed before they could really begin to serve.  Yet, how many times were Peter (and later, Paul) beaten, or imprisoned, even stoned and presumed dead?  How many times had they been hauled into court and forced to stand trial?  How often had they been forced to debate the benefits of Christian living with non-believers?


In more recent times, what about the victims of the holocaust?  Not all of them were Jews.  What about more recently, on March 24, 1980?  Roman Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero was assassinated - while he was celebrating mass in San Salvador (the capitol city of El Salvador).  He was assassinated, not by a radical revolutionary as an accident of the streets - but assassinated - by the military government for speaking out against the corruption of the political situation, for defending the poor and illiterate, for writing an appeal to the United States government to refrain from sending the authorized ten and one-half million dollars in military assistance that had been promised.  The military solution to this nation's problems - just like the military solution to the problems of the government of Israel, two thousand years ago - was to eliminate all who disagreed and who had been a threat to the (so-called) "progress" of the nation: to kill those who speak out for human rights for the poor and illiterate, to kill the poor and illiterate, themselves - because they are perceived as a threat since they are unable to make swift changes, or unable to adapt to this brand of progress.


In El Salvador, alone, the church has been the frequent target of violence.  In 1980, ten thousand people were killed for political reasons.  Most of them were civilians.  That count included the Archbishop, ten priests, a seminary student, four missionaries, and many commissioned church workers. Each death was the result of an individual act of murder.


It's easier to be a martyr, today!  There's no denying it.  All you have to do is to stand on the right street corner at the right time.  Like Yitzak Rabin of Israel discovered, it's easier to die for what you believe than it is to live for it.  It's easier to proclaim the persecution of others and to accept your own crucifixion, than to live among unloving neighbors and so-called friends who fight your every move, and make every waking moment of your life a torment.


Yet, our pledges of faith and service bring these two challenges.  This is what we are called to do, if we are truly ready to serve, rather than to be served.


We are to take a stand against intolerance, and hatred, and bigotry.  We are to teach of Christ and of God's love.  And, we are to let the light of one life shine through our lives and into our world.


Now, we must embrace the yoke of ministry to which we have all been called, and to which we have all answered, "Here am I, Lord, send me."


Let us share the faith, the hope, and the love we receive by the hand of our God.  Yet, we know our service is more than a song, a few ritualistic words, or a church dinner.  It's to be our life.

Let us pray:


Our Father, when we are tempted to make excuses for ourselves - or to pretend our failures are the fault of someone else - give us the grace to accept responsibility and to learn something from our blunders.  Make our commitment to the service of our Lord mean more than one hour a day, or one hour a week.  Grant us the strength to serve as you need us.  In Christ's name, we ask it.  Amen.
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