
Sermon for Sunday, February 19, 2017
Sermon Texts:
II Samuel 19: 16-23

Matthew 5: 38-44

Matthew 18: 21-22

Romans 12: 9-21

Sermon Title:
"Love Your Enemies, Until …!"
Sermon Topic:
The duties of the Christian

Sermon Purpose: To teach the people how to love, how to share the knowledge of the right, and how to forgive.

......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
O God, Whose love reigns supreme in the world: clarify Your message to us this hour, that we may know Your will and be able to love You with our whole heart, mind, and strength; through Christ, Who intercedes on our behalf and Who bestows upon us His marvelous grace.  Amen.
In the Old Testament, only a king could pardon (or forgive) a person for doing a wrong against him, just as King David pardoned Shimei.  A commoner did not have that privilege.  The farmer, the shepherd, or the merchant was bound by duty to the tribe.  If a person committed a sin against the tribe, it was the duty of every tribesman to be on guard for that person.  The first person to find the culprit was to exact the punishment set by the tribal council.  That’s why Jael, a housewife, was praised as the heroine of the Israelites because she drove a tent spike through a man’s head and killed him.

Then, along came Jesus and he changed some of the old laws.  He taught that the old ways of “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” were no longer to be followed.  Instead, He taught people how to show compassion.  If a person hits you, offer no resistance.  If someone wants your shirt, give your coat, as well.  If anyone orders you to go a mile with him/her, go the second mile – without hatred.

Don’t hate your enemies; love them!  If you have an enemy, there is the beginning of hatred.  If hatred is added to hatred – like gasoline to a fire, it explodes violently.  If love is pitted against hatred, that love has enough power to conquer.  Using that power, you can prove the strength of God to conquer, through you.  You become more powerful than the evil that surrounds you.

(Now, if enough people practiced that, there would be no evil or hatred in our world.  But, just because it does exist does not mean we are permitted to neglect our duty.)

Later, Peter asked Jesus how often a person should be forgiven.  The answer was “seventy times seven.”

Jesus did not mean any specific number of times.  He didn’t mean that everyone was to carry around some kind of app on our phone or keep a tally.  He didn’t expect us to spend our lives calculating.  He meant: “Forgive as many times as there is a need to be forgiven!”
Paul’s words to the Romans come as a message for us, today.  He said to love one another, hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good.  In other words, we are to hate the sin that is committed, but love the sinner and heed the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

This is what we must do with many of the situations facing us.  I’m sure each of us has met a person where things just didn’t seem to go right between us.  There was a difference of opinion over some issue, or a person’s inability to understand where we’re coming from, or something that made it very difficult to deal with that person.  (Each of us has had this experience, and I include myself.)  Because of this situation, we have either come to the point where we avoid one another or there is an argument every time we meet.  What good does that do?
How do we remedy the situation?  Christ said to forgive.  Paul said to love.  I tell you, “We must try to love the person all the more.”  Yes, I know from personal experience that it is difficult, but it also proves to us the power of love.

In showing our love, we are not to forget the standards set for us by God and Christ.  We must try to show the person what is wrong and make them see it for the evil that it is.  To let them go on in ignorance is far more harmful to everyone than that hatred we mentioned.  It is also sinful on our part because it shows our neglect in caring for God’s word and for God’s people.

When the person realizes the mistake and asks for forgiveness, it is our duty to forgive.  However, that forgiveness cannot come until the person repents.  If forgiveness is prematurely given, it means nothing to the recipient.  It would be like throwing salt into the ocean.  We don’t need a little more of what we already have!  
We are not called upon to go off into a war but, rather, we are called to fight the daily battles against sin and corruption that exist within our society.

How do we do that?  Read Paul’s words to the Romans: “Let love be genuine.”  “Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you; … Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. … Repay no one evil for evil, … never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God; … Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

In other words, love your enemies until all but love is lost.  Be an example of Christ’s love.  Show sin for what it is, and when asked for forgiveness, offer it readily.

Christ was sent to earth to show God’s love for us.  He called attention to sin and corruption within our world; and He was ready to forgive all who came seeking forgiveness.

Are we any better than Christ that we can take vengeance and condemn those who repent their sins?  NO!  We must love, until all but love is lost.

Let us pray:

Heavenly Father, guide us in Your Spirit that we may truly be called followers of Your Son.  Help us to do what must be done and lead us in the search and the conquest of the sins of our world.  In the name of Your dear Son, we pray.  Amen.
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