
Sermon for Sunday, February 05, 2017
Sermon Texts:
Isaiah 58: 3-10




Matthew 5: 13-16




I Corinthians 2: 1-11

Sermon Title:
"Shin Kickers and Light Givers""

Sermon Topic:
Lights that reach into darkness

Sermon Purpose:  To teach that sharing God's love is not always as easy as it sounds.

......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
Father, You have called us to shed light among our neighbors so that when they see the good being done they may give praise to You.  So enlighten us with Your wisdom and empower us with Your will that Your truth and Your love might be made known through us in the areas where spiritual starvation and darkness reign, in this congregation, in this community, in this world.  In Jesus' name, we ask it.  Amen.

Doug Dailey is a Sunday School Superintendent.  He writes of his experience with a little visitor at his church.  "One Sunday morning, a new family walked into church - a man, his wife, and their three little girls.  The smallest one was Sarah.  I told her I was glad to see that she had come to Sunday School, and she kicked me - hard - in the shin!  I thought, 'Isn't this a fine way to begin our friendship?'


The next Sunday, I welcomed Sarah with determined friendliness, and this time she kicked me in the shins - hard - twice!  Now, I didn't know if we were ever going to be friends, or not - at this rate.  But, I decided to keep trying.


Several weeks (and two sore shins) later, as I sat in worship, I noticed Sarah sitting with her family at the other end of the pew.  Sarah was sitting at the end of the family line - closest to me.  Pretty soon, Sarah slid over to where I was.  She snuggled up, and put her head on my shoulder.  Then, she looked up at me and said, 'Mr. Dailey, I hate you.'  I responded, 'I know, Sarah.  I know.'  I remember thinking, 'Well, anyway, this is better than getting kicked in the shins.'


Time passed.  One Sunday I went to the Kindergarten Room.  The children were sitting in a circle, listening to their Bible story.  I tip-toed in, got in a tiny chair and sat down at the edge of the circle.  Pretty soon, little Tommy stood up and came over and sat on my knee.  Then, Sarah stood up and came over and sat on the other knee.  She didn't say anything, and she didn't look up, but her little hand reached out and took mine.  That was the first time I can remember thinking things might work out, after all."


Then, Doug finishes, "and so they have.  Now, when we meet, Sarah runs to me, looks up and puts her arms around me, and I put mine around her.  And so we stand, and so we talk - and you can hear the angels sing!"


In a humorous but very graphic way, this little story illustrates the two basic conditions of people in God's kingdom on earth.  There are those of us, like Sarah, who want the light of love more than anything.  We hunger for it.  We reach out for it.  We are drawn to those who offer it to us.  We may be seventy years old, but still inside we're like little Sarah desiring to be held and loved - no matter how many times we've kicked others in the shins.  You see, the kicking is part of our condition, too.  It's a testing we put people through; sifting out the ones who offer the light with their mouths; but, let them get kicked once or twice, and they go away.  Then we can say, "See, I told you they didn't really love me."  Has anyone you've tried to love ever said to you, "You don't really love me," and almost challenged you to prove it?  You remember the old "pity me" song the children used to sing when they were pouting about something: "Nobody loves me.  Everybody hates me.  I’m gonna eat worms and die."


Undoubtedly, there are many Sarahs in each of our lives.


Then, too, there is the second kind of person in God's kingdom - the Dougs - the Light Givers - the ones who know the light of Christ's love is stronger than any darkness the shin kickers can offer ... the Light Giver who knows in his/her heart that the reason those little Sarahs kick the shins is because they're so in need of Christ's love.


Now, be aware that the Sarahs will seldom admit their need.  It takes the eyes of faith to perceive the darkness.  That's one reason our Lord identified the eyes as the light of the body (Luke 12).  If you're like Sarah, and your body is filled with darkness, you'll see another Sarah as a nasty little brat.  If your eyes are sound, and you're filled with Christ's light, you'll see darkness and the need for love.


The difference between the Sarahs in God's kingdom and the Light Givers is expressed in secular terms through a parable you may be familiar with:

"KISS ME"

"Once upon a time there was a frog ...

 But he wasn't really a frog,

 He was a prince who looked and felt like a frog.

 A wicked witch had cast a spell on him and only the 
kiss of a beautiful maiden could save him.

 But, no one wanted to kiss a frog!

 So, there he sat - an unkissed prince in frog form.

 But ... one day, along came a beautiful maiden who


gave this frog a big smack of a kiss!



CRASH - BOOM - ZAP!

 There he stood - a handsome, dashing prince.

 (And you know the rest - they lived happily ever after.)

 So what is the task of the church?

 To kiss frogs, of course!!


It's to the Sarahs, to the former frogs, who have received the light (the kiss) that our Lord addresses His command in today's gospel.  And there are two specific guidelines He gives us in being the light for others.


First, in verse 15 of today's Gospel Lesson, "No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bushel; instead, he puts it on a lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house."  We must assume that the reason for lighting the lamp is because there is darkness, or why else would the light ever be needed?


As a light giver, whenever we're aware of darkness around us, we're to go into the middle of it (to be the lampstand) and show forth the light of Christ.  Now, this is not our nature.  Consider for a moment one of the greatest kinds of darkness most of us experience - the painful grip of depression.  Consider a person you know who is depressed, right now, and has been for a while.  If you had an hour, tonight, to visit or to talk to someone on the phone - and you could visit Bob who is always cheery and positive, or see Mary who is so depressed that all she can talk about is gloom and doom - what's your natural choice?  For most of us, we would say Bob, and understandably so.  Why should we want to talk with someone who's such a downer?  And yet, where is the need for the lamp?  Now, emotionally, we can’t fight the darkness of depression, alone.  It's believed now by scientists that everyone has an aura, a field of electrical energy, surrounding their body which is charged with either positive or negative electrons.  If we walk into the presence of someone who is depressed, they will physically attract the positive energy surrounding us, and we'll feel totally drained and exhausted.


However, if we approach the darkness spiritually, with prayer and total surrender to the power of Christ, He not only supplies the power and the light which doesn't drain away, but He supplies the other person with light and love, also.  Thus, the lamp "gives light for everyone in the house."


We all have a Sarah in our path - the darkness may be depression, but it may also be irritability.  It may be physical need.  It may be simply not knowing what God has to say to us because we haven't read (or heard) the message given to us in the Scriptures - for whatever reason.  Whatever causes that darkness, whatever causes Sarah to kick our shins, that's the very darkness where our lampstand is to be placed.


Secondly, our Lord doesn't merely stop here.  All of us can share some Light, once in a while.  But, remember our Doug - in the beginning of this morning's message?  His shins were kicked for quite a while before the Light shining through him could reach and wipe out Sarah’s darkness.  Therefore, Jesus continues in verse 16 - "In the same way, your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven."  The Light Giver is to give the Light of Love through his/her deeds, so that the person will realize that it's Christ's Light shining, and not merely a passing good deed.  And, sometimes, to accomplish this, we may have to sacrifice in order to show the Light.


For example: two brothers were having some difficulty over a property line.  John was very bitter and wrote Alex as follows: "You have cheated and robbed me of that which rightfully belongs to me.  You know that the row of poplars is the property line.  You have no right to build a fence on my side and claim the ground for yourself.  I'll sue you, and make you pay every dime that it's worth."


Now John was a shin kicker and Alex was a Light Giver.  His reply was a living example of Jesus' second guideline.  He said to his brother, "Father's will said the property was to be equally divided.  By survey, I have placed the fence where the division comes.  However, both of us are in good standing in this community and I don't want our neighbors to think we're not Christians.  Neither of us can use the ground under the poplar trees, because nothing will grow there.  If you'll meet me at the surveyor's office, I'll allow you to place the fence where you want it; and we'll make a permanent record in the surveyor's office that you have 126 feet and I have 118 feet.  I have no objection, if you want four feet more than your half."


Christ's Light shone brightly into John's darkness.  There was not only the Light of Love, here, but also the light of truth.  John was humbled and dropped the matter.


"In the same way, your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven."

Let us pray:


Heavenly Father, You have declared through Your Son that we must shed light among our neighbors so that when they see the good we do, they may give You praise.  Guide us and empower us to be the Light Givers so that Your truth and love might shine in all the corners of the earth and in the spirits of Your people; that darkness may be truly overcome.  In Jesus' name, we ask it. Amen.
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