
Sermon for Sunday, January 29, 2017
Ordination and Installation Sunday

Sermon Texts:
Micah 6: 1-8

Matthew 5: 1-12

I Corinthians 1: 18-31

Sermon Title:
"Need Any Help Today?”

Sermon Topic:  Asking for help

Sermon Purpose: To teach that asking for help is just as important as providing help for others.

......................................

Sermon Prayer: 


All-blessing God, in our search for happiness, save us from the expediency of the moment, the exploitation of the weak, and the exercise of selfish rights, that we may know the rewards that last, the mercy You offer to the merciful and the peace of Your presence, through Jesus Christ our teacher.  Now, may the words of my lips and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your precious sight.  Amen.
As we look at the first of the Beatitudes, our Lord shares with His followers that having a willingness to admit our needs is the doorway to happiness in the Kingdom of Heaven.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

“Poor in spirit” does not refer to a weakened faith, but rather a faith that is strong because we have realized our dependence on God for all that we need – even though we may use earthly, physical channels to provide those needs.

Do you remember when you were younger and you waited for the day when you could be “on your own”?  You looked forward to the day when there’d be no more depending on Mom or Dad for whether you could go out with some friends, or have some money, and you didn’t have to answer to anyone if you came home late?  Now, balance that with the memory of being a young child and crying because of insult or injury.  In most cases, you didn’t think twice about going to Mom or Dad for comfort and understanding, did you?

Somehow, when you reached your older teen years, you forgot about showing your pain, let alone reaching out to anyone for help.  When we were young and a toy would break, did we hesitate to ask a parent, or a grandparent, or an aunt or uncle to fix it?  But, when we became “mature” – at somewhere between 16 and 106 – and something would break, we’d rather use it broken, or try to fix it ourselves, or even act as though we didn’t need the stupid thing anymore.  We went through all this just to hide the fact that we needed help and we just couldn’t bring ourselves to humble ourselves and ask for that help: we were just too proud.

This self-dependency carries over into our relationship with our Heavenly Father, as well.  After all, “God helps those who help themselves. …  That’s in the Bible!”  NO, IT’S NOT!  (That’s a man-made philosophy attributed to Benjamin Franklin.)

1. Blessed are those who are rich in intellectual knowledge but admit they are poor in spirit.

This was Nicodemus’ problem.  We read about him in the third chapter of John’s Gospel.  He was a brilliant teacher of religious law.  It’s quite probable that everyone came to him for answers and – no doubt – he had convinced himself that he didn’t need anyone’s help when it came to understanding the Torah.  He probably also believed that he was very close to God.

But, you see, he wasn’t.  And deep down in his spirit he knew the truth:  he was spiritually bankrupt.  Finally – one night, in the secrecy of darkness – he sought out the One Who knows all truth.  He asked the Master a very simple question: “How can I gain eternal life?”  It wasn’t an intellectual question that demanded a lengthy and involved answer.  It was a quick, direct question that came straight from his hungry spirit.  From that point forward, he possessed riches he never dreamed possible, and we can bet his knowledge and his teaching were never the same.

Karl Barth (one of the most famous twentieth century intellectual theologians) is quoted as saying, “All my knowledge from all my books has not made me as rich as the knowledge of the simple truth, ‘Jesus loves me, this I know; for the Bible tells me so.’”  Like Nicodemus, Barth had to admit he was poor before he could be made rich.

Blessed are those who are rich in knowledge but admit they are poor in spirit.

2. Blessed are those who are rich in power but admit they are poor in spirit.

Remember the Roman Centurion who came to Jesus and asked for healing for his child?  Jesus even commented on the power this man had.  “You are a man of authority.  You order men to go and they go.  You order them to come and they come.”

And yet, this powerful man needed to admit he was poor when it came to the well-being of his own child.  He could command people to be killed, but he couldn’t do a thing to help his child be healed.

Notice that the Centurion didn’t lose any respect or authority by admitting he had a need he couldn’t meet on his own.  He was merely willing to give Jesus the authority to just speak the Word and he would believe.  What trust!  What a beautiful spirit!  And, he was blessed.

Maybe you simply don’t trust anyone, but yourself.  Maybe you don’t trust anyone else enough to ask for help.  Maybe you don’t believe anyone else can handle a situation quite as well as you can.  Maybe you don’t want anyone else to know something about you because you don’t trust anyone enough to have that information and not use it against you in the future.  You simply don’t want someone knowing something about you that will create a problem for you, later.

Whatever form our pride takes, it prevents us from knowing the joy and the blessings Jesus promises in this first Beatitude.

Many of us have found ourselves saying and doing some of the very things our parents used to do – those same things we vowed and declared in our younger years that we would never do or say.  Out of curiosity, how many have discovered that to be true?  [Raise your hands.]

My point is this: Don’t wait until you’re in the hospital’s coronary unit, with a heart attack or by-pass surgery – lying there, helpless – to reach up to the one Who is offering us abundant life, now.  Don’t wait until you’re so desperate that the mere thought of you making such a request will shock your family and friends.  Ask Him for help, today, to not only strengthen your physical heart, but also to help you in your heart and mind to admit that you are poor and that you do need help.

Blessed are you who admit your needs, who are poor in spirit, for yours is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Let us pray:

Father in Heaven, sometimes it’s too difficult for us to admit we can’t control everything that happens in our lives.  Help us to accept the fact that only You are the supreme commander and that we are supposed to come to You (and to others You have given us) for help.  Help us to know that it’s not in weakness, but rather in truthful awareness and in spiritual strength that we come admitting that the world does not always obey our demands, for fulfill our needs.  In obedience and in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray for strength, for acceptance, and for peace.  Amen.
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