
Sermon for Sunday, January 22, 2017
Sermon Texts:
Isaiah 9: 1-4

Matthew 4: 12-23

I Corinthians 1: 10-17

Sermon Title:
"Getting Started"

Sermon Topic:  Beginning to Serve

Sermon Purpose: To teach the need to serve Christ, as an officer of the Church, and the method in which Christ would have us serve.

......................................

Sermon Prayer: 
God, Whose love reigns supreme in the world; mediate Your message to us this hour that we may know Your will and be able to love You with our whole heart, mind, and strength; through Christ, Who intercedes on our behalf and Who bestows upon us His marvelous grace. Amen.
Our Gospel Lesson’s about getting started.  Jesus had only three years to change the history of the world.  We often forget that our Lord’s ministry lasted only thirty-six (36) months – the same amount of time as the length of the term of office of most of our officers in our church.

In those 36 months, Jesus recruited and trained disciples, proclaimed the Gospel, and gained the following that allowed His teachings to become a prevailing faith in the world.  Because the time was short, Jesus had to make a good beginning.

First, Jesus chose the right time.  Often, timing is everything.  Few people are interested in buying food after they’ve eaten a large meal.  Diet experts and financial coaches will tell you that’s the best time to go grocery shopping because you’re less likely to buy on impulse.  You’ll stick to your list of essentials and cut your expenses. 

It’s significant that Jesus did not begin His ministry until after John the Baptist had left the scene.  Jesus rightly understood that it would have been foolish to compete with John.  John recognized and endorsed Jesus as the Messiah, so when Herod had John arrested and confined to prison, Jesus began to preach among John’s followers.  Jesus had a sense of timing.  And, because He had a sense of timing, He was able to gain a following.

Jesus not only chose the right time; He also closed the door on the past.  In making a new beginning, in starting something new, it’s often necessary to separate yourself from the past.  Jesus had grown up in Nazareth.  He was the son of a carpenter, and He probably had his own carpentry trade, there.

If Jesus had attempted to preach the Gospel in Nazareth, He would never have gained a following.  Some months later, after Jesus had gained a degree of fame, He returned to Nazareth; and the people of that city tried to kill Him.  This caused Jesus to say, “A prophet is not without honor – except among his own people.”  Since Jesus was making a new start – since He was ceasing to be the village carpenter – He had to go where He was not known as a carpenter.  He had to close the door on the past, if He was going to make a new beginning.

If we would make new beginnings, these beginnings have to be NEW.  Many people attempt to make a new start, but they never close the door on the past.  I see people who attempt to make new beginnings in their marriages.  Yet, they hold on to their old hostilities; and as a consequence, they’re never able to truly begin again.

Christ chose the right time, and He closed the door on the past as He began his ministry.  He also chose the right physical environment.  If you want to catch fish, you have to go where the fish are.  It won’t do any good to try to catch rainbow trout in the middle of Main Street.  You have to go to a well-stocked lake or stream.

When Jesus began His ministry, He went to where the people were.  Yes, there were people in Nazareth.  But, the whole area of Galilee was perhaps the most densely populated of Israel.  Galilee was the “bread basket” of first century Israel.  The first century Jewish Historian, Josephus, wrote that in Galilee – small as the area was – there were two hundred and four cities, all with a population of over fifteen thousand.  Since Jesus was a “fisher of men,” He went to where the men were.

One of the difficulties I’ve observed when I see people attempt to begin something new – is that they defeat themselves by their choice of place in which to start.  If the officers [being ordained and installed, next week] want to have a ministry with the people of The Linden Presbyterian Church, they must be where the members are: in worship, in the organizations, visiting in the hospitals, and so on.  They must not be “hold up” in their homes watching the televangelists, or parked in front of their home computers, to the point of excluding themselves from any contact with LPC.

Now, there are bound to be areas to which God’s gift suits you (and your ministry) better.  For example, female officers may not have as effective a ministry with the Presbyterian Men as they would the Presbyterian Women.  And the male officers would experience the reverse.  [That’s about the only distinctly defined and separate area of our congregation’s ministry, today; but it is there.]

A lawyer might not be as effective as a pastry chef.  A garage mechanic may not have the gift of eloquence needed to perform in a court of law.  The willingness may be there, in all these cases, but the ability and the reception might be lacking.

When you want to get started, all these things are important, but selecting the right spiritual climate is the most important of all.  If Jesus had begun His ministry in Jerusalem, He might never have made a convert.  Jerusalem was the center of Jewish orthodoxy.  The people of Jerusalem were set in their ways: rigid in their religious opinions and frigid when it came to accepting someone with a new perspective.

However, the people of Galilee were a different breed.  The Galileans were the kind of people who were quick to follow a new leader.  Jesus chose to begin His ministry in a place where people were open to His message; where they would at least listen to Him.

If you would begin something new, and if you would be successful, look at the spiritual climate of your venture.  Don’t attempt to sell pictures of Saddam Hussein, Osama Bin Laden, or the leaders of ISIS to the victims of terrorism of the past two decades.  And, don’t try to sell an ice-making refrigerator to a home without electricity.  Success in a new beginning depends upon the right spiritual climate.

At some point in time, everyone will begin something new.  It’s important that you understand how Jesus made His beginning.  If it was necessary for the Son of God to observe these rules, how much more necessary it is for us!  If we don’t have the results we anticipate, or if we feel we’ve begun badly, we need to check the guidelines handed down to us by Jesus.  Did we:

 Choose the right time? 

 Close the door to the past?

 Select the right physical environment?

 Choose the right spiritual environment?

And, most of all, did we begin with our lives open to God’s guidance – or is it all according to our own desires?  Nothing succeeds, no matter what rules we follow, if we’re forcing our own desires upon the will of God.  In His time, all good things will come to pass.

Begin with prayer and an open heart, and then follow the steps of our Lord.  

Let us pray:

Almighty and merciful God, lead us – we pray – as we strive to serve in the ministry of your church.  Guide the weak and willful ways of our minds, as you lead us in the service of our Lord.  In thanksgiving, we pray.  Amen.
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