
Sermon for Sunday, January 14, 2018
Sermon Texts:  
I Samuel 3: 1-10

John 1: 35-42

I Corinthians 1: 26-31

Sermon Title: "What has God done?"

Sermon Topic:
Answering the Call to serve

Sermon Purpose:  To help the people realize that not all the best are called, but some of the worst, also.  To help diminish Christian "snobbery."

......................................................................

Sermon Prayer:
 Holy God, empower us by Your will and lead us by Your Spirit that the Words of my lips and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, and that the ministry inspired by the study of Your written and living Word be strengthened by Your ever present grace.  In Jesus' name we ask it.  Amen.

There's a familiar phrase in our society, today.  It can stem from an incident, initiated in haste or in anger, and results in destruction and sorrow.  It could be an action taken without regard for consequences, until the persons realizes the damage and says, "What have I done?"


Often there are more serious events that take place; things that can't be repaired by a simple, "I'm sorry," or a hug.  But, the question remains the same, "What have I done?"


If we think for a few minutes, and concern ourselves with the texts, perhaps we could hear our Heavenly Father asking the same question, "What have I done?"


Now, you may think that's an odd way for a pastor to be talking.  But, just look at what's been happening around us.


God created the earth and all that inhabits it.  He made Adam and Eve, giving them the ability to enjoy the Garden of Eden and the ability to learn.  He gave them everything, and - in return - He asked only for obedience.


What happened? They turned their backs on God; ignoring His request for obedience; bringing about their own destruction and banishment.


Everything was going great!  Adam and Eve were the masters of all their eyes could see.  God even came down and regularly walked with them.  But, they came to think God's best wasn't good enough.


From then on, God used people who were not perfect.  Moses had a speech impediment, but he was called to lead his people out of slavery.  Samuel was a mere boy, but he was called to be a judge over Israel.  Simon Peter and Andrew were fishermen and always bore the stench of sweat and dead fish, yet they became apostles of the “God made flesh.”

Look at us!  We're not the “best of the best.” We’re flawed.  We may not know the Scriptures as well as we should.  We're prone to yield to mortal ways.  Few of us have any link with true nobility or wisdom, according to earthly standards, and yet - here we are - called to be ministers of the Good News!  Why?  What has God done?


Surely, God knows all this.  He gave us life.  Could it be that He has given up on us and has decided to let us destroy ourselves?


Well, that can't be, or He wouldn't have sent His Son; Jesus Christ.  He wouldn't have healed us and guided us this far.  It would have been much easier to have crumpled us up (like a piece of paper), lit a fire to us, and destroyed us rather than to let us work it out - for centuries.


The answer is found in our epistle.  Paul says, "Consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth; but God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God."


Now, I ask you, "What has God done?"  Well, for starters, He has called us to serve; He has commissioned us to teach; and He has taught us to love.


What has he given us?  The life we have, the children we see, this time together, a Savior Who still loves us; all these things - and more - are from God.


Just ask some of the people in the hospitals what God has given them.  You'll hear answers that will make your heart dance!

A woman was hurt in an auto accident.  She had a broken spine, all her teeth were broken off, her head was split wide open, and she said: "I have a lot to be thankful for.  They give me a pill for the pain ... and it works!"


A mother is just told of her son's death and the doctor wants to give her a tranquilizer.  She says, "No.  The courage and the calm are there.  All I have to do is ask."


These are witnesses in our everyday life.  This is what we've been called to teach by sharing.  A person sitting on a throne very seldom has the opportunity to hear this, let alone tell it.  The wise people are hidden away in institutions to help the nation progress.  They never have the chance to help actual people in need.


The foolish shall shame the wise.  The weak shall shame the strong.  The lowly shall teach, and love, and guide the noble.


Now, let me ask you this question: "Whose church is this?"  It's certainly not mine, nor is it the sole possession of any individual here.  This is the church of Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God.  We’re merely the caretakers, the custodians.


We have no claim of ownership.  All that we have, we have received as a gift from God: our families, our church, and especially our Savior.


Last week, we received one more thing: the symbol of the grace of God - a grace we cannot claim as a right, or manipulate as we desire, or destroy by our actions; the grace given to us to nurture our faith; a grace given freely to all of us without reservation, or hesitation, or priority; the only grace we receive through the suffering of Jesus Christ.  It is His flesh and His blood that is symbolized in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.


Now, as we make our excuses not to attend worship - or not to serve in some capacity as the caretaker we have been called to be - think more on this question: "After all I've done, and been through, what has God done for me?"


What has God done?  He has given you everything!  All He asks in return is that you "love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself."  (Luke 10:27)


God has called you!  What will be your answer?  Will you be like Samuel, who - even though a young boy - said, "Speak, Lord, for your servant hears"?


If this is truly the meeting of the members of the Body of Christ, then we will work together for peace, unity, and love toward one other.  It if is not, then the doors will be closed and the work of this congregation will cease, forever.


The decision is yours.  Your answer will be made by your profession of faith, as you commend your body and soul to the service of Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior.


Study the teachings of Christ, and make your decision.

Let us pray:


O Lord, we pray that You raise up for the work of Your ministry faithful and able people who will count it all joy to spend and be spent for the sake of Your dear Son, and for the souls for which He shed His most precious blood on the cross; and we pray that You fit them for the holy office by Your bountiful grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit; one God, world without end.  Amen.
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