
Sermon for New Year’s Day

Sunday, January 1, 2017
Sermon Texts:
Isaiah 63: 7-9

Matthew 2: 13-23

Hebrews 2: 10-18

Sermon Title:
"Running to Egypt"

Sermon Topic:  The Holy Family

Sermon Purpose: To teach the history and benefit of “Starting Over.”
......................................

Sermon Prayer: God, Whose love reigns supreme in the world; mediate Your message to us this hour, that we may know Your will and be able to love You with our whole heart, mind, and strength; through Christ, Who intercedes on our behalf and Who bestows upon us His marvelous grace. Amen.
How many of you are glad that last year is finally over and tucked away in the history books?  (Raise your hands.)  I know I am.  Don’t get me wrong, there were some nice things that happened, last year, but there have also been a lot of trying, stressful, disappointing, and miserable things that have happened, as well.  These past few months, I have been so ready to have the slate wiped clean and start over in a New Year!

That could have been partially how Mary and Joseph felt, too.  I mean it was a struggle to take a pregnant woman on a donkey, and travel by foot from Nazareth to Bethlehem (some 80 miles) through rough land, plagued by robbers and high temperatures - and because of probable fear of Mary having a miscarriage - it probably took a week (7 days) to make the trip.  

Then, they get there, there’s no place to stay but a stable.  Mary gives birth.  Then, they experienced all the miracles of shepherds, and angels, and – later – the Magi coming to give homage to this “newborn king.”  It’s enough to boggle the mind.
But, then comes the message that struck fear and panic in the hearts of these new parents: Herod is sending death to children under the age of two years!  They flee all the events at Bethlehem to start a new life, as a family, by traveling 350 miles to get to Egypt (about 3 weeks on foot), to a place where Herod has no authority and it would be more difficult to be found.
Then, lo and behold, word came from God to back to Nazareth!  That meant starting all over, again.  But, this time it was a little different because Mary and Joseph knew the area and knew some people in Nazareth from a few years before, when they used to live in that area.

Starting over seems to be a theme, today, doesn’t it?  Whether it’s in a familiar place or someplace entirely new, starting over means making a home, making a living, and making friends, as if nothing existed before.  That’s how Mary and Joseph had to live, and that’s how some of us have had to be when we have moved (physically, emotionally, and spiritually) from one place to another.  It’s new territory, a chance for a new beginning, an opportunity to “get things right,” this time.
The Incarnate Truth is that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was born among us as a person Who shares our pain and suffering, Who shares our sorrows and fears, Who shares our excitement and joy: the Truth that we are called to share with other people.

Before long, much of the excitement and joy of these few days will pass away.  We’ll quickly find ourselves back in our familiar ways of doing things.

This New Year, let’s join with the Holy Family – at least emotionally, and start over.  Let’s leave behind the jealousies that threaten our relationships with other people.  Let’s abandon the threats to our common ministry that comes from our petty distrust of other people.  Let’s escape from our own fear and trembling when we’re given an opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus with another person.

Let’s journey with Jesus.  Let’s run and run, as the people who follow Jesus where He leads us, even to death and to eternal life with our Father in Heaven.

Amen.
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